The results of the April 1998 National Violence Against Women Survey, jointly sponsored by the National Institute of Justice and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, found that stalking was far more widespread than previously believed. 

According to the survey: 

· One out of every 12 women (8,200,000) and one out of every 45 men (2,000,000) in the United States have been stalked at some time in their lives. 

· It is estimated that every year in the United States, 1,006,970 women and 370,990 men are stalked. 

· Ninety percent of stalking victims were stalked by just one person each during their lives. Nine percent of female victims and 8 percent of male victims were stalked by two different people, and 1 percent of female victims and 2 percent of male victims were stalked by three different people. 

· The majority of stalking victims (74 percent) are between 18 and 39 years old. 

· In a 1-year period, women are three times more likely to be stalked than raped, but they are two times more likely to be physically assaulted than stalked. 

· Eighty-seven percent of the stalkers identified by their victims were male. 

· Only 23 percent of female stalking victims and 36 percent of male stalking victims were stalked by strangers. 

· Thirty-eight percent of female stalking victims were stalked by current or former husbands, 10 percent by current or former cohabiting partners, and 14 percent by current or former dates or boyfriends.

An estimated 3.4 million people were reported victims of stalking during a 12-month period in 2005 and 2006, announced the U.S. Department of Justice’s Bureau of Justice Statistics. 

About half of these victims experienced at least one unwanted contact per week from the stalker and 11 percent had been stalked for five or more years. 

What is Stalking? 

Stalking is defined as a course of conduct directed at a specific person that would cause a reasonable person to feel fear. Individuals must have feared for their safety or that of a family member as a result of the course of conduct, or have experienced additional threatening behaviors. Individuals were classified as stalking victims if they responded that they experienced at least one of seven types of stalking behaviors on two or more separate occasions. 

The most common types of stalking behavior reported by victims were: 

· Receiving unwanted phone calls from the offender (66 percent) 

· Receiving unsolicited letters or email (31 percent) 

· Having rumors spread about them (36 percent) 

Nearly a third of victims reported that offenders were equally likely to show up at places with no reason to be there or wait for the victim at a particular location. 

Technology Used for Easy Stalking 

Technology has become a quick and easy way for stalkers to monitor and harass their victims. 

· More than one in four stalking victims reported that some form of cyberstalking was used, such as email (83 percent) or instant messaging (35 percent). 

· Electronic monitoring of some kind was used to stalk one in 13 victims. 

· Video or digital cameras were equally likely as listening devices or bugs to be used to track victims. 

Most Victims Know Their Stalker 

Nearly 75 percent of victims knew their stalker in some capacity, and about one-tenth of all victims were stalked by a stranger. Stalking victims most often identified the stalker as a former intimate (22 percent) or a friend, roommate, or neighbor (16 percent). 

Depending upon the severity of the stalking, victims suffered a range of emotions as they experienced stalking. The most common fears cited by victims were not knowing what would happen next (46 percent) and being afraid the behavior would never stop (29 percent). Nine percent of stalking victims reported that their worst fear was death. 

Loss of Employment 

About 130,000 victims reported that they had been fired or asked to leave their job because of the stalking. About one in eight of all employed stalking victims lost time from work because of fear for their safety or to pursue activities such as getting a restraining order or testifying in court. More than half of these victims lost five days or more from work. 

This report, released in January 2009, is based on the largest data collection of stalking behavior to date. Data was collected by the Supplemental Victimization Survey (SVS), a supplement to the National Crime Victimization Survey, and was sponsored by the Office on Violence Against Women. 

The SVS data collection was conducted over a six-month period in 2006. All survey respondents age 18 or older were eligible for the supplement

