THE HISTORY OF MOTIVATION
THE PURSUIT OF HAPPYNESS

Study Guide


The true, inspirational story of Chris Gardner, a San Francisco salesman struggling to build a future for himself and his 5 year old son, Christopher. When his girlfriend walks out, he is left to raise his son on his own. With little money, he is eventually evicted from his apartment and is forced to live in homeless shelters and train stations. Eventually, he lands an internship with a stock-brokerage firm and endures many hardships trying to get ahead. He perseveres and ultimately becomes very successful. 

CHARACTERS
Chris Gardner 


Will Smith

Christopher Gardner

Jaden smith

Linda



Thandie Newton

· What is Chris’ education level?

· How did he do in school? 

· What are his academic strengths?
·  How would you describe his relationship with his father?

· What does he do for a living?

· What product does he sell?

· Contrast his attitude with that of his girlfriend?

· Why are some people optimistic and others pessimistic?

· What career does he begin?

· What setbacks does he encounter?

· What is the conclusion and the aftermath? 
· Analyze the facts of his real life and compare them to the film – is it fairly accurate or does the filmmaker embellish a lot of the events?
