History of Motivation
Unit 1 – Evaluating Research

(Turn in assignment on a separate sheet of paper)


Question: Is a double amputee with prosthetic lower legs at a disadvantage against elite able-bodied sprinters, or is it an advantage?

1. Oscar Pistorious is an Olympic sprinter from ___________ (country).

2. Pistorious will represent his country in the ______ meter dash and the __  x _____ relay. 

3. Pistorious’s prosthetic legs are made of _________ - __________ . 
4. He became a double-amputee when he was __________ (age) after his legs were amputated below the knee due to a _________________________ .
5. In the detailed testing that Pistorious has undergone, 4 main measurements were used. Define the following terms (BE SPECIFIC):
a) Aerial Time

b) Ground Contact Time

c) Leg-Swing Time

d) Average Ground Force

6. A primary difference between the best sprinters and their slower competitors is ___________________________________ .
7. Ironically, all humans, from couch potatoes to pro sprinters, have essentially the same ___________________________________ .

8. The answer to #7 (above) was first published by a ______________ named Peter Weyand (SMU) and a team of researchers at _______________ .

9. However, Pistorious’s leg-swing times were about ______%   ________ than intact-limbed sprinters with the same top speed.
10. Without ankles, Pistorious has to ___________ at the starting line. 
11. In the Sports Illustrated analysis, 8 independent  ___________ and _______________ were asked to evaluate the findings. 

12. 4 of them felt that Pistorious had an _____________ over his competitors, while 4 of them felt that there are potential  ______________ and they recommend that  __________________________ before they could say if he should be allowed to race against intact runners.

13.  Conclusion. What is your analysis? After careful review of this article, do you believe that Pistorious has an advantage or a disadvantage? Explain your answer, your rationale (reasoning) and your opinion. This requires you to evaluate the information from the article and present an informed analysis.
